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General

Name of Convention?

During the bid we will are Brisbane in 28. If we win site selection we will announce our
convention name then.

What dates will your convention run?

From Thursday the 27" to Monday the 315! of July, 2028, the weekend after a total solar
eclipse will pass through Australia on Saturday 22" July, 2028.

What is your proposed convention host city?

Brisbane, capital of Queensland, in Australia.

Is your convention site in a city centre location or a
suburb?

South Bank Parklands is located in the city centre, on the banks of the Brisbane River
and is the location of the Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre.

South Bank is the city’s green oasis and the hub for cultural and entertainment activities
offering wide appeal for delegates to mix with the locals and enjoy this unique inner-city
riverside precinct.

Key features include:
e 17 hectares of riverfront parkland including various green spaces and rainforest
pockets
e Australia’s only inner-city swimming beach and lagoons — complete with life
guards!
e A range of cultural entertainment venues including the Queensland Museum and
Australia’s newest and largest Gallery of Modern Art (GoMA)
More than 100 sidewalk cafes, restaurants and bars
Weekend markets and weekly activation programs
Riverside walkways and cycle paths
CityCat ferries, train and bus stations all close to BCEC.
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If a suburb, what are the transport options into the city
centre?

The Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre is located in South Bank Parklands a
short 5 min walk from the city centre.

How far is the site from the city centre?

5min walk across the river, there are also buses, ubers, trains, and taxis.

What are your main facilities?

The Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre (BCEC) named the World’s Best
Convention Centre 2016-2018, by the International Association of Congress Centres
(AIPC), BCEC received the highest ratings in key performance areas in an international
client based survey.

BCEC's 26 years of experience brings together unmatched capability and a unique
depth of industry knowledge and skills including leading edge technology and
world-class catering.

An impressive portfolio of meeting rooms and event spaces meets the challenge of all
events of any complexity or size. The purpose-built space is perfectly designed to
accommodate a conference of the size and complexity of Worldcon, and the flexibility of
the space at BCEC will allow for developments and variations in the conference, in an
ever-changing world.

How far are your hotels from your main venue?

Rydges South Bank Brisbane will be WorldCon 2028’s official hotel partner if our bid is
successful. The hotel is located in the heart of Brisbane’s arts and entertainment
precinct and is attached to the Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre, the host venue
for WorldCon. The Mantra Hotel is next nearest - 200m from BCEC (650-ish ft)

There are 48 hotels within two kilometres of the Convention Centre, including two hotels
directly adjacent to the Centre. A further nine hotel development projects have been
completed in the last 12 months including a new luxury boutique Emporium Hotel at
South Bank, Australia’s only W Hotel and a 4 star Novotel South Bank adjacent to
BCEC.
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https://bcec.com.au/visit/accommodation/ sorts accommodation via distance, and the
venue has provided this map highlighting hotels.

-
Accommodation and knowledge precincts SEXHBTION CENTRE |

Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre (BCEC) is located within walking distance to more than 40 hotels
providing a wide variety of accommodation options. Key health and knowledge hubs are also in close proximity.

@ Hotels

1. Adina Apartment Hotel Brisbane 33. Stamford Plaza Brisbane Hotel N

2. Allegro Apariments South Bank 34. The Capital Apartments A SING
3. Amora Hotel Brisbane 35. The Star Grand HILL
4. Arena Apartments by CLLIX 36. Treasury Brisbane : .k-:‘ @

5. Atlas Apartments by CLLIX 37. Vine Serviced Apartments it ol = b ‘e

6. Brisbane Marriott Hotel 38. voco Brisbane City Centre

7. Brisbane One Apartments by CLLIX 39. W Brisbane

8. Capriby Fraser 40. West End Central Apartments

9. Courtyard by Marriott South Bank 41. Westin Brisbane

10. Crystalbrook Vincent
1. Emporium Hotel South Bank

12. Four Points by Sheraton Princess Alexandra Hospital

13. Hope Street Apartments by CLLIX Royal Brisbane and Women's Hospital
14. Hotel Grand Chancellor Mater Hospital Brisbane

15. Hotel Indigo Brisbane City Centre Queensland Children’s Hospital

6. Hyatt Regency Brisbane Commonwealth Scientific and

17. ibis Styles Brisbane Industrial Research Organisation

18. InterContinental Brisbane Translational Research Institute

19. Ivy and Eve Apartments by CLLIX QIMR Berghofer Medical Research
20. Mantra South Bank Brisbane Institute

21. Meriton Suites Herschel Street

22. Novotel Brisbane South Bank ' Education

23. Oaks Brisbane Festival Suites 49. Griffith University

24. Oaks Brisbane on Charlotte Suites 50. Queensland University of Technology

25. Qaks Brisbane on Felix Suites 51. University of Queensland
26. Opera Apartments South Brisbane
27. Pullman & Mercure Brisbane

28. Riverside Hotel South Bank Suncorp Stadium

29. Royal on the Park The Gabba

30. Rydges South Bank Star Casino — 1 [

31. Soda Apartments by CLLIX Queensland Performing Arts Centre =
32. Sofitel Brisbane Central Brisbane Powerhouse .

Who is your convention chair? Who is on your
committee? What experience do they have in general?
What experience do they have in running Worldcons?
The bid committee currently consists of:

Random Jones (he/him, Co-Chair) first encountered Worldcon as an attendee at
Aussiecon 4 in Melbourne in 2010, there he discovered a love for the event, and has
been a fan ever since. After hearing about the problems associated with Worldcon 2023
he got very, very angry, which is how he discovered he cared a great deal about it, and
decided to get involved. He has been involved in convention organisation on a smaller
scale for decades, being heavily involved in organisation of Melbourne’s roleplaying
convention scene for almost 30 years, and is also involved with the committee of
Continuum, Melbourne’s speculative fiction convention.
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Vix Richardson (she/her, Co-Chair, Operations) is a spec-fic author, occasional
panellist, cofounder and runner of various writing groups. She has a role in operations
management of a medical company and oversees operations for the bid committee.
She is also responsible for any and all common-sense the bid committee requires.

C.Z. Tacks (they/them, Secretary & Inclusive Programming) is a writer and editor of
speculative fiction. They are the current president of the Canberra Speculative Fiction
Guild and have previously programmed and organised events including Conflux,
Continuum, the Australian NatCon, and the Aurealis Awards. Their work has been
shortlisted for the Ditmar Award and won the Jack White Storyteller’s Award. Tacks
attended Clarion West in 2024, where they were noted for their tentacular prose and
habit of convincing strangers that you can’t see the moon from Australia.

Mel Davis (she/they, Treasurer) is a chartered accountant of 20 years’ experience and
a keen reader of science fiction and convention goer. She is a Brit living in Brisbane,
with previous convention experience as Treasurer for two popular Eastercons in the UK
and most recently volunteered at Oz Comic-Con in Brisbane.

Dr Yaritji Green (she/her, Social Media & First Nations Programming) is a
Yankunytjatjara/Djaru woman who has been attending Aussie SFF conventions since
Continuum's 2005 Creatures Natural and Unnatural. That same year, she also
organised a National Indigenous Writer's Festival in Adelaide. She has also coordinated
NAIDOC (National Aboriginal and Islander Day Observance Committee) Festivals in
South Australia and Western Australia. She has been on Conflux’'s General Committee
2024-5, and volunteered Front of House at ComicCon (Perth) 2024, also volunteered at
Glasgow WorldCon 2024 (Discord, under the leadership of Emily and Andrew January).
She was invited by James Bacon (Co-Chair) to be a virtual observer behind the scenes
in the leadup to Reconnect - Eastercon 2025. She will be going to SMOFcon in Sweden
this year to discuss Brisbanein28 and her startup First Nations Speculative Fiction
Convention called “IndigiFuturism - Fight Like an Emu!” She is on the committee to
promote First Nation Creatives from Australia and Overseas.

Dylan Adler (he/him) is an events professional with nearly 20 years of experience. He
began his career in Melbourne's basement rave scene and was a regular voice on Joy
94.9. Dylan is one of the founding members of the Queer Geeks of Oz panels at events
like PAX Aus and Supernova, among others. For the past five years, he has been
organising multi-day international conferences with over 1,000 attendees, which keeps
him busy (and most importantly) out of trouble.

Aimée Lindorff (she/they) is a cultural producer, professional talker, and movie wizard
from Brisbane. She's developed genre and pop culture projects for the likes of Netflix,
Discovery Channel, Supernova Expo, Brisbane Libraries, and Gold Coast Film Festival,
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as well as produced speculative fiction and genre events Contact2016 (Australian
National Speculative fiction convention) and GenreCon - genre writers conference.

Gray Anderson (he/him) has been part of WorldCon for over a decade, with the
Business Meeting as a special interest, and outside of convention life is the Vice
President of an aerospace manufacturing company.

Matthew Barr (he/him, Technology & Cloud Systems) is a DevOps and Systems
Engineering specialist with extensive experience in cloud architecture, Cl pipelines, and
scalable infrastructure. A member of the OCI architecture review group, he’s passionate
about practical, people-centred technology solutions. Currently working behind the
scenes with a global credit network. He also moonlights as a track lead for Worldcon
teen programming and enjoys behind the scenes tech work at conventions.

Terri Ash (she/her, Outreach & Policy) is the co-founder of Hugo-nominated ‘Geek
Calligraphy,” a recovering WSFS Business Meeting attendee, and serial convention
panelist. She is a voracious reader and watcher of all things SFF and romance. She is a
skilled knitter and cross-stitch artist.

In addition, we have an advisory board consisting of:
e Perry Middlemiss (he/him)
e PRK (he/him)

While the committee itself doesn’t have much direct Worldcon experience, our advisory
board are all former Worldcon committee members (and some former chairs) with a
great deal of experience.

If applicable, have you agreed to participate in
Pass-Along-Funds? Would you be willing to increase
the percentage from 50% to 70%?

Yes, we plan to participate in Pass-Along-Funds. At this stage we are unsure of what
percentages we will be able to pass along.
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What is the sponsoring organization?

MacGuffins Australia Limited is an Australian not-for-profit company that will be acting
as the umbrella organisation for the bid and convention. It was created for this purpose,
and the directors are Random Jones, Vix Richardson, and C.Z. Tacks.

Is the sponsoring organization a 501(c)(3) or
otherwise a non-profit? If not a 501(c)(3) but a
non-profit, please explain. Is the sponsoring
organization tax-exempt for local taxes, especially
sales tax?

MacGuffins is an Australian entity and under Australian law. It is a not-for-profit, and will
not have to worry about GST until annual turnover is over $150,000. As a result, this will
not be relevant unless we win the bid.

What is your website and social media presence?

Website: https://brisbane28.org/

Mailing list: http://eepurl.com/iStYpM
Facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/brisbanein28

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/Brisbanein28/
Twitter: https://x.com/Brisbaneln28

BlueSky: https://bsky.app/profile/brisbanein28.bsky.social
Instagram: htips://www.instagram.com/brisbanein2

Who should people contact for additional information
or questions (email preferred)?

All questions can be directed to info@brisbane28.org.
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What is the typical current airfare to your closest
airport from world cities such as London, Boston, Los
Angeles, Tokyo, Melbourne, etc.?

(Prices are current as of August 2024, and are in Australia dollars.)
e Dubai: $1,148

Doha: $1,713

Singapore: $1,018

Tokyo: $779

Los Angeles (LAX): $1,721

Vancouver: $1,900

Do international flights, as well as domestic, fly into
your local airport?

There are over 77,000 arrival seats into Brisbane per week, over half of which bring
passengers through Asia as the transfer hub from major European destinations. Direct
flights arrive several times a day from Asia, the Middle East, United States, New
Zealand and the Pacific.

Which airlines? If not, where is the closest
international airport?

19 airlines fly direction into and out of Brisbane Airport internationally:

Air Canada EVA Air United Airlines

Air New Zealand Jetstar Airways United Airways
Cathay Pacific Airways Korean Airlines Singapore Airlines
China Airlines Malindo Air Tiger Airways
China Eastern Airlines Philippine Airlines Virgin Australia
China Southern Airlines Qantas

Emirates Qatar Airways
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Are direct flights from the cities above flown into your
local airport?

Brisbane’s award-winning International Airport is located just 13 kilometres or 20
minutes from the city centre and from the Convention Centre. With superior airport
infrastructure and operating 24 hours a day, Brisbane Airport directly services 34
international destinations each week and 51 domestic destinations. As at January 2020,
the airport accommodates some 22 million travellers each year, including 5.6 million
international passengers.

Internationally, Brisbane has direct flights to and from the following cities:

e Middle East - Doha (DOH), Dubai (DXB),

e Asia - Denpasar (DPS), Guangzhou (CAN), Ho Chi Minh City (SGN), Hong Kong
(HKG), Manila (MNL), Osaka (KIX), Seoul (ICN), Shanghai (PVG), Singapore
(SIN), Taipei (TPE), Tokyo (NRT),

e South Pacific - Apia (APW), Espiritu Santo (SON), Honiara (HIR), Munda (MUA),
Nadi (NAN), Nauru (INU), Noumea (NOU), Port Moresby (POM), Port Vila (VLI),

e New Zealand - Auckland (AKL), Christchurch (CHC), Queenstown (ZQN),
Wellington (WLG),

e North America - Dallas Fort Worth (DFW), Los Angeles (LAX), San Francisco
(SFO), Vancouver (YVR).

Domestically, Brisbane connects to all the other Australian capital cities, as well as a lot
of regional centres.

The airport is serviced by Brisbane’s airport rail link, Airtrain, which provides a cost
effective and efficient service to travellers transferring to the city and the Convention
Centre.

How far is your convention site from the nearest
airport/train station and what is the likely cost of
getting to the hotels by both public transport, shared
ride service (Lyft/Uber/etc.), and taxi from that
airport/train station?

Brisbane Airport (BNE) is approximately 13km to the east of the Brisbane CBD, and
takes approximately 25 minutes to reach via the Airtrain from South Brisbane Station.
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Solo tickets are approximately $26 per person, one way, with discounts available when
bought online from their website, and for groups of 2 or more travelling together.

Con-x-ion offers door-to-door bus service to and from Brisbane Airport, not only to
Brisbane hotels and destinations, but also to the Gold Coast in the south, Sunshine
Coast in the north, and Toowoomba to the west. Cost for a trip between the airport and
Rydges South Bank is currently $32 each way.

A taxi or Uber/Didi rideshare between the airport and the venue would be approximately
$65 each way.

What is the visa situation for citizens of foreign
countries to attend your convention?

Under Australia’s universal visa system, all visitors to Australia must have a valid visa or
a valid ETA (Electronic Travel Authority) to travel to and enter Australia. No countries
are excluded from Australia on political or religious grounds.

To apply for an ETA (which is valid for a 12 month period, for stays up to 3 months at a

time) you much have a valid passport from a eligible country, and apply using the

Australian ETA App.

An ETA is a Subclass 601 Visa, and the cost is AUD$20. Processing is typically instant.

Eligible countries are:

Andorra Iceland Singapore
Austria Ireland South Korea
Belgium Italy Spain
Brunei Japan Sweden
Canada Liechtenstein Switzerland
Denmark Luxembourg Taiwan (excluding
Finland Malaysia official or diplomatic

passports)
France Malta

The Netherlands
Germany Monaco ) )

United Kingdom
Greece Norway ]

United States of
Hong Kong (SAR of Portugal America
China) Republic of San Marino Vatican City
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For more information on ETAs, see the Australian Government website:
https://immi.homeaffairs.qov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/electronic-travel-authorit

y-601

Countries not on that list will require a Visitor Visa (subclass 600). This will be a
minimum of AUD$200, can be granted for 3 months, 6 months, or 12 months, and
typically 90% of Visa applications are processed within 26 days.

For more information on Visitor Visas (Tourist stream), see:
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/visitor-600/tourist-stream
-overseas

Facilities

What hotel(s) are being used for the convention?

Rydges South Bank Brisbane will be WorldCon 2028’s official hotel partner if our bid is
successful. The hotel is located in the heart of Brisbane’s arts and entertainment
precinct and is conveniently linked to the Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre, the
host venue for WorldCon.

Rydges South Bank has a variety of room styles and suites to suit your requirements,
with many having panoramic view of the Brisbane city skyline and iconic Wheel of
Brisbane, Mount Coot-tha and West End village area. Delegates will be able to enjoy a
cocktail poolside, room service and complimentary WIFI, and will be only steps away
from a range of dining experiences, from casual to fine dining.

The hotel is also a short stroll from Streets Beach, an inner city man-made beach
complete with lifeguards!

How many rooms, what type, accessibility issues,
etc.?

The Rydges South Bank Brisbane has 305 rooms, plus there are over 8,000 rooms
available in other hotels within 2km of the venue. The majority of rooms are accessible.

What are your hotel room rates?

Room rates will not be finalised until closer to the date, but will be discounted from the
standard rates.
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Do these rates include breakfast?

In Australia, room rates do not typically include breakfast, but the buffet breakfast can
be added to a booking for a reduced fee.

Do they include internet access in the room?

Wi-Fi is complementary at the Rydges, and equivalent hotels of that nature.

What additional taxes and fees are there?

Australian law states that advertised costs must be the full cost, inclusive of all taxes, so
it is unlikely that additional fees will be required. Additionally, Australia is a non-tipping
culture, and tips are considered to be a reward for service above and beyond the
expected, so are not expected.

What does parking cost at your main hotel and/or
convention center?
Parking rates for Monday — Sunday, in AUD 2024/2025 rates:

Time Price

0 - 2 hours $15.00
2 - 3 hours $20.00
3 -4 hours $25.00
4+ hours $35.00

Do you have a signed (contingent) contract or letter of
intent specifying the above?

We have a signed letter of intent confirming the venue.

What is the distance from the nearest door of your
main hotel(s) to the closest entrance of the
convention site?

The Rydges is connected to the BCEC, while the next closest hotel is next door to the
BCEC. In addition there are a further 46 hotels within 2 km.
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What are the transportation options for those who
prefer not to walk or who have mobility difficulties?

Pedicabs operate in Brisbane for a bicycle-powered trip
(https://greencabs.com.au/locations/brisbane/) and electric scooters can be hired easily.
Ubers are easily available.

Where will your large events be held?
Events will be held at the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre (BCEC).

Please describe the restaurant scene near your site.

Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre (BCEC) is ideally located in the unique
riverside cultural and lifestyle precinct at South Bank. Home to Australia’s newest and
largest Gallery of Modern Art, more than 100 cafes and restaurants and stylish shops,
South Bank is an inner-city oasis with green spaces, riverfront parkland, rainforest
pockets and Australia’s only city-based sand and swimming beach — complete with life
guards!

What arrangements will be made for evening
socializing and party space? Do you have a corkage
waiver?

Australia has strict laws regarding the serving and consumption of alcohol. Room
parties will not be allowed, and instead party spaces will be made available within
hotels.

International visitors will require ID if they wish to drink. This can be any foreign
passport or driver’s licence.

Please describe the policies / laws regarding smoking
in your hotel(s), convention center, and city.

Smoking is banned in Australia in most social situations and inside all public buildings.
By Australian law smoking is not permitted in any hotels. The BCEC has a dedicated
outdoor smoking area available to attendees.
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Miscellaneous

What type of weather can we expect during your
convention? What is the average temperature during
that time of year?

Brisbane is Australia’s only subtropical capital city with an average daily summer
temperature of 27 degrees Celsius (80F) and average daily winter temperature of 21
degrees Celsius (70F), ideal for pre and post touring activities and social and leisure
activities. Brisbane has more sunny days than Florida and warmer winter days than the
Bahamas and offers an idyllic climate during Worldcon 2028 in July 2028.

Average minimum temperature in July is around 10C (50F), and as part of the dry
season not much rainfall is expected.

What are some of the main tourist attractions of your
city?

Brisbane’s ideal location as the capital of Australia’s premier tourist region presents the
ideal opportunity for delegates to enjoy a microcosm of Australia’s iconic experiences.
World heritage listed rainforests, amazing beaches, islands, wineries and the
internationally famous Australia Zoo — home of the Crocodile Hunter — are all easily

accessible within an hour of the city. You can even do day trips to the Great Barrier
Reef from Brisbane.

Are you planning to have any membership discounts
for certain demographic groups, such as historically
marginalized groups, young adults, seniors, or
military?

Yes. Events of the magnitude of Worldcon are rare for this region, and it is our intention
to make sure as many people as possible get the chance to experience it.

Full details are yet to be finalised, but at the very least there will be discounts for
first-time Worldcon attendees, attendees from the region (including Australia, New

Zealand, and the Pacific Islands), and people from historically under-represented
groups.
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How do you plan to recruit staff? Will there be a
discount membership rate for staff? Do you plan
crash space for staff? Etc.

At the moment we are looking for enthusiasm and willingness to participate. As we
determine what specific roles we need we will look for people to fill those roles.
Recruitment will pick up closer to site selection so that we have a full contingent of
people ready to hit the ground running if we are the chosen site.

Staff will receive discount memberships and other perks to offset the effort put in to
making the event a success.

What is your vision for your convention? How do you
plan to make it happen?

Australia is home to the oldest living culture in the world. Australia’s First Nations people
have called this land home since time immemorial, with records of habitation of this
continent going back over sixty thousand years. Their oral tradition meant their primary
method of preserving knowledge was through stories.

That is a common thread we share with them, and that storytelling begins in the
far-distant past and continue through the future to the unknown beyond. We wish to
highlight that thread, and the stories we all share within this fandom.

We plan on highlighting local voices, not just Australian ones, but also including New
Zealand and the Pacific Islands. Running an event like Worldcon requires a certain
population base to support the endeavour, and a lot of the region does not have that
capability. As a result, we want those communities to look to Brisbane in 28 as their
Worldcon as much as it is ours.

There is planned to be an indigenous stream within the programming, and a highlight on
indigenous art and culture throughout the event.

In addition, there are many fandom organisation and conventions within Australia and
the region, and we want each of them to make their mark on this Worldcon and make it,
at least in part, their own.

(Also, fairy bread. Everything is possible with fairy bread.)
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What is a notable aspect of your local fan culture and
how do you plan to incorporate it into your
convention?

Australia is a massive country, only slightly smaller than the continental United States,
and yet has a population less than California. It is mostly concentrated on the east
coast, with pockets spread around the other coasts and very little in the centre of the
country. Despite the distances Australia still manages to have multiple genre
conventions every year, and has had a vibrant and thriving community for many
decades.

Australian fandom very much exhibits the Australian character of looking at hardships
and trouble and saying “we’ll work something out” and then digging in and actually
making a success of things despite everything.

To that end, we want every single Australian fandom to be able to look at Worldcon in
Brisbane and know that this was possible because of them.

Do you have a code of conduct? If so, is it available
online and if so, where?

Yes: https://brisbane28.org/conduct/

What do diversity and inclusion mean to you?
They are vital.

Australia is the land of the oldest living culture in the world, and sci fi typically attracts
people from every single walk of life, with the queer, disabled and other marginalised
communities well and truly finding a home here. As a result of these things, it would be
insulting at the very least to not have diversity and inclusion as exceedingly high
priorities.

In addition, multiple members of the committee are members of the queer community,
so from that angle we consider diversity and inclusion vital. Queer rights in Australia
rank amongst the highest in the world, with homosexuality being legal in all states, and
same-sex marriage legal since 2017.
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How are you working towards your goals in these
areas?

By including diverse voices at every opportunity; by making sure that indigenous people
are well represented as Guests of Honour, Featured Artists, and panelists, and making
an indigenous programming stream to ensure their voices are heard; by demanding that
a panel on any such community includes that community.

By listening, and learning, and letting own voices be heard.

What would concrete achievements look like in these
areas?
A convention where marginalised people feel comfortable being themselves.

A convention with streams covering the indigenous people of the region, queer people
in speculative fiction, disability and fiction, and more.

What are your plans, if any, regarding handling the
COVID-19 pandemic?

Australia came very close to eradicating Covid-19 on these shores, and we on the bid
committee wish to ensure our convention does everything we can to limit its spread.

To that end, we will follow the most up-to-date government guidance at the time of the
convention regarding masking, and will provide free masks for all attendees.

Have you planned for a virtual component to your
convention?

Yes. We understand that Australia is hard to get to, since we have to take it into account
every time any of us want to travel the world, and as a result understand that not
everyone is going to be able to attend in person, no matter how much they want to. To
that end a virtual component is an absolute requirement of the convention.

If applicable, are you prepared to run a site selection
process should it be required?

Yes
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If applicable, how do you plan to faC|I|tate the Hugo
Finalists input to your convention?

By asking them for input, and listening to anything they have to say. The Hugo Awards
are one of the important, mandatory, parts of any Worldcon, so listening to the finalists
seems like the done thing.

Also, we’re probably going to ask Ursula Vernon to do another talk, maybe on slime
moulds again, possibly on wombats. We're not sure yet.

Is there any restriction on your use of software that is
from outside your country? Are there any restrictions
in your country on the type of software, collaborating
on software, or use of open source software?

None.

Do any of the local, regional or national governments
in your country have restrictions/laws which would
impact Worldcon attendees and especially anyone
from a marginalized group? Additionally, are there any
unwritten/unspoken, but commonly known biases
against members of marginalized communities?

None.

Some concern has been expressed regarding the campaign and results of the
Australian Marriage Equality survey conducted by the Australia government in 2017.

We do not believe this is an issue for two reasons.

Firstly, Australia’s mainstream media, like most other countries, is heavily controlled by
big business and as a result has a major conservative bias. It does not reflect the
thoughts of the Australian population as a whole.

This is shown quite clearly in our second reason. In the most recent federal election this
year, the major conservative party tried a populist campaign in line with the most recent
US campaign, and suffered one of the worst defeats in their history.

Australia does not tolerate bigotry.
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How does the host country fare in the proposed
human rights and self-determination standards?
Australia’s ratings are:

Freedom House: 95 out of 100

Economist Intelligence Unit: 8.85

Human Rights Data from Our World in Data: 0.92 compared to the World
average of 0.66

Australia surpasses the minimum standards in all three counts.

Are you able to accept direct payment from outside
your country for memberships or other purchases via
credit card or other electronic payments?

Yes. Means of handling this has already been investigated, and will not provide an
obstacle to the convention.
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